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Unfortunately the conflict in Eastern Europe is showing little sign of resolution, but has now become a sad state 
where it is the new normal and has less effect on the global economy. Energy prices are on the way down and diesel 
has reduced from 20p/ltr more than petrol, back to a few pence, similar to the price differential we are more used to. 
The positive that will hopefully follow is that transported goods will have some of the inflationary pressure relieved, 
helping with the continued reduction seen recently. Forecasts are around 5% for Q4 2023 with an average of just over 
7% for the year and less than 3% into 2024. Interest rates are still in the realms of possible increases, up to another 
point above the current base rate, but now predictions are for the UK domestic economy to escape recession and a 
small increase in GDP. The lasting effects will continue to stifle growth in some businesses for some time, including 
our industry which although has remained comparatively strong, is now looking less positive as consumer spending is 
forecast to remain flat well into next year. 
 

New market 
The latest MCIA release of the market figures for May new registrations as we move to the halfway point of the year 
are not indicating much positive news for the industry as the month finished at -8.7% versus the same month in 2022, 
and the five months year-to-date totals also at -5.2%.  
As the market gets back into a mix of types/models similar to those seen before the pandemic, the big winners for the 
much discussed reasons over the last three years are inevitably going to lose ground. Moped, electric and scooter all 
suffering large declines.  
 
Moped sector, after last step delivery usage over the pandemic, reversed the previous decade of decline and it now 
looks like the return to the market of four years ago is well under way. The month-on-month decline of 29% is in real 
numbers, less than 200, but still a concern. To give a better comparison look over to pre-pandemic in 2019 when in 
May of that year the Moped total was 487 compared to 435 this year and more telling, 613 last year. 
 
The big hit in total numbers when Scooter is stripped out is encouraging for the Motorcycle part of the industry as it is 
only -2.5% compared to last year, where Scooter has lost a quarter compared to May 2022. Again, suggesting a 
market returning to normality. Scooter numbers for this May of 2,397 is significantly lower at -25.6% than that of 
2022’s 3,220, but some positives must be taken from looking at the last “normal” year, 2019, where there were 2,367. 
Add in the total registrations to the mix for both years and this May at 10,889 is so close to the 2019 total of 10,871 
you couldn’t fit a ciggy paper between them.  
 
Of the rest of the sectors, focusing on the larger sales numbers is a mixed bag of good and bad news, as Adventure, 
Road Sport and Naked are still in a small positive situation and the afore mentioned Scooter with Modern Classic 
taking a large hit. Over the year-to-date with the exception of Scooter, the longer term change is a little easier to 
swallow with less drastic changes.  
 

May 2023  and Year to Date - New Registrations by Style      
                      

Mopeds 
Registrations   Market Share (%) Year to date   Market Share (%) 

May-23 May-22 % Change  May-23 May-22 2023 2022 % Change 2023 2022 

Naked 44 51 -13.7% 10.1% 8.3% 164 266 -38.3% 8.2% 8.7% 

Other 106 118 -10.2% 24.4% 19.2% 422 442 -4.5% 21.2% 14.5% 

Scooter 285 444 -35.8% 65.5% 72.4% 1,404 2,333 -39.8% 70.6% 76.7% 

Totals 435 613 -29.0% 100.0% 100.0% 1,990 3,041 -34.6% 100.0% 100.0% 

                      

Motorcycles 
Registrations   Market Share (%) Year to date   Market Share (%) 

May-23 May-22 % Change May-23 May-22 2023 2022 % Change 2023 2022 

Adventure 2,045 1,986 3.0% 19.7% 17.7% 9,375 9,565 -2.0% 20.2% 19.9% 

Competition 563 517 8.9% 5.4% 4.6% 2,929 2,810 4.2% 6.3% 5.8% 

Custom 736 821 -10.4% 7.1% 7.3% 3,249 3,496 -7.1% 7.0% 7.3% 

Modern Classic 1,056 1,270 -16.9% 10.2% 11.3% 5,003 5,042 -0.8% 10.8% 10.5% 
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Naked 2,684 2,633 1.9% 25.9% 23.4% 10,902 9,935 9.7% 23.5% 20.7% 

Road Sport 1,012 966 4.8% 9.8% 8.6% 3,957 4,026 -1.7% 8.5% 8.4% 

Scooter 2,061 2,720 -24.2% 19.9% 24.2% 9,656 11,841 -18.5% 20.8% 24.6% 

Touring 196 318 -38.4% 1.9% 2.8% 1,259 1,328 -5.2% 2.7% 2.8% 

Unspecified 10 6 66.7% 0.1% 0.1% 77 22 250.0% 0.2% 0.0% 

Total Motorcycle 10,363 11,237 -7.8% 100.0% 100.0% 46,407 48,065 -3.4% 100.0% 100.0% 

                      

Tricycles 
Registrations   Market Share (%) Year to date   Market Share (%) 

May-23 May-22 % Change  May-23 May-22 2023 2022 % Change 2023 2022 

Other 40 24 66.7% 0.4% 0.2% 178 78 128.2% 0.4% 0.2% 

Scooter 51 56 -8.9% 0.5% 0.5% 184 256 -28.1% 0.4% 0.5% 

Total Tricycles 91 80 13.8% 0.9% 0.7% 362 334 8.4% 0.8% 0.7% 

                      

                      

Summary 
Registrations   Market Share (%) 

Year to 
date 

  YTD Market Share (%) 

May-23 May-22 % Change  May-23 May-22 2023 2022 % Change 2023 2022 

Total Scooter 2,397 3,220 -25.6% 22.0% 27.0% 11,244 14,430 -22.1% 23.1% 28.1% 

Total Moped, Motorcycle & 
Tricycles (exc Scooters) 

8,492 8,710 -2.5% 78.0% 73.0% 37,515 37,010 1.4% 76.9% 71.9% 

Total Registrations 10,889 11,930 -8.7% 100.0% 100.0% 48,759 51,440 -5.2% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Another hint of the return to previous “norms” that again is a consequence of the much mentioned delivery and 
commuting boom, is the fall in registrations of smaller capacity machines, with a collapse in electric. On the positive 
side, the larger 500cc and over classes where the bigger balance/profit machines sit, are looking brighter, particularly 
751-1000cc, where there are a few manufacturers advertising money saving encouragements to attract customers, 
finance rates being high on the list. 
   

 Month    YTD  
Powertrain May-23 May-22 % Change  Powertrain May-23 May-22 % Change  

ICE 10,493 11,363 -7.7%  ICE 47,287 48,384 -2.3% 

Electric 396 567 -30.2%  Electric 1,472 3,056 -51.8% 

Total Registrations 10,889 11,930 -8.7%  Total Registrations 48,759 51,440 -5.2% 

         
 Month    YTD  
ICE May-23 May-22 % Change  ICE May-23 May-22 % Change  

0-50cc 289 350 -17.4%  0-50cc 1,417 1,622 -12.6% 

51-125cc 3,381 4,098 -17.5%  51-125cc 14,512 16,514 -12.1% 

126-500cc 1,473 1,775 -17.0%  126-500cc 7,485 8,095 -7.5% 

501-750cc 1,346 1,410 -4.5%  501-750cc 6,495 6,091 6.6% 

751-1000cc 2,154 1,671 28.9%  751-1000cc 8,599 7,201 19.4% 

1000cc+ 1,850 2,059 -10.2%  1000cc+ 8,779 8,861 -0.9% 

Total Registrations 10,493 11,363 -7.7%  Total Registrations 47,287 48,384 -2.3% 

                  

 Month    YTD  
ELECTRIC May-23 May-22 % Change  ELECTRIC May-23 May-22 % Change  

Moped ≤ 4 kW 146 263 -44.5%  Moped ≤ 4 kW 573 1,419 -59.6% 

Motorcycle ≤ 11 kW 222 261 -14.9%  Motorcycle ≤ 11 kW 761 1,408 -46.0% 

Motorcycle ≤ 35 kW 10 8 25.0%  Motorcycle ≤ 35 kW 27 81 -66.7% 

Motorcycle > 35 kW 5 13 -61.5%  Motorcycle > 35 kW 19 57 -66.7% 

Exempt 7 6 16.7%  Exempt 42 39 7.7% 

Unknown 6 16 -62.5%  Unknown 50 52 -3.8% 

Total Registrations 396 567 -30.2%  Total Registrations 1,472 3,056 -51.8% 

 
As far as the model specific and manufacturer tables are concerned in May figures, there is little surprise or deviation 
from the usual returns seen in the majority of months. 

May 2023 - Highest Registering Model by Style  

New Registrations by 
Brand 

           
Moped Best Selling Models May-23  Best Selling Brands May-23 
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Naked Yamasaki F51-50Q 7  Honda 2,083 

Other Kurz RT1 50 24  Yamaha 1,128 

Scooter Multiple Items 15  Triumph 1,001 

       BMW 875 

Motorcycle Best Selling Models May-23  
Kawasaki 675 

Adventure BMW R 1250 GS 169  KTM 642 

Competition Sur-ron ULTRA BEE 40  Suzuki 505 

Custom Royal Enfield SUPER METEOR 650 93  Royal Enfield 471 

Modern Classic Royal Enfield HNTR 350 106  Lexmoto 330 

Naked Triumph STREET TRIPLE RS 188  Ducati 321 

Road Sport Kawasaki NINJA 1000 SX 146    
Scooter Honda PCX 125 405    
Touring Honda NT 1100 38    
         
Tricycle Best Selling Models May-23  

  
Other BRP CAN-AM RYKER 900 ACE 9    
Scooter Yamaha TRICITY 300 21    
         

May 2023 - Highest Registering Model by Engine Size    
         
ICE Best Selling Models May-23  

  
0-50cc Kurz RT1 50 24    
51-125cc Honda PCX 125 405    
126-500cc Royal Enfield HNTR 350 106    
501-750cc Royal Enfield SUPER METEOR 650 93    
751-1000cc Triumph STREET TRIPLE RS 188    
1000cc+ BMW R 1250 GS 169    
      
Electric Best Selling Models May-23  

  
Moped ≤ 4 kW Lvneng LX01 15    
Motorcycle ≤ 11 kW Sur-ron ULTRA BEE 40    
Motorcycle ≤ 35 kW BMW CE 04 15kW 10    
Motorcycle > 35 kW Multiple Items 1    
Exempt Electric Motion EPURE RACE 6    
      
      
      

Used market 
Anecdotal reports during research are suggesting there is still a market out there for used machines and sourcing 
stock is easier. The footfall has reduced over the last couple of months, but has not adversely affected purchasing at 
what is the high point of the selling cycle. As of this last research period there has been no feedback of much change 
in the price opinions of trade buyers, as there is still plenty of the summer season to do business. This months data 
has received minor alterations where research has suggested change is required, but in the middle of “the season” 
despite external forces, no suggestion of lowering prices have yet to be communicated to us.  
 

Auction 
Little change around the salerooms over the last month in many respects. The main change is in the amount of 
entries. The large sale at BCA only had 59 lots under the hammer, but still a high 76% sold and overall 101% of CAP 
reported prices. Noticeable in the realised prices are the differences between top graded machines and lower quality 
ones. Always a pointer that reconditioning is a worry, where the timescale from purchase to delivery to display is a 
major concern.  
 
End notes 
The European Association of Motorcycle Manufacturers (ACEM) share concerns of the public, politicians and 
regulators with the impact of noise in daily life. Sound emissions of motorcycles have been regulated in the EU, with 
maximum permitted levels defined since the 1990s, through European type approval requirements. 
 
The ACEM has recently developed a set of guidelines in cooperation with key aftermarket exhaust industry player’s 
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misinterpretations of anti-tampering rules for exhaust silencers. In particular for non-original equipment that may be  
fitted on motorcycles.  The document clarifies technical requirements to ensure robustness of fitment of silencing 
baffles and dB-killers, to prevent their easy removal. Informally agreement has been reached at EU level and were 
supported by government experts at UNECE, the world forum on vehicle regulations. 
 
Commenting on the initiative, Antonio Perlot, ACEM Secretary General, said: “This initiative bringing together the 
expertise of recognised players in the motorcycle sector addresses one of the main causes of motorcycle noise in the 
streets. Approved silencers with too easily removable baffles or dB-Killers are today still present on the market, which 
may result in unacceptably high levels of noise on the road. Putting forward state of the art solutions, the guidelines 
will help type approval authorities towards a more harmonised assessment of conformity to anti-tampering rules for 
exhaust silencers.  
 
This initiative has been jointly developed within the motorcycle sector, by the following actors: 
The European Association of Motorcycle Manufacturers (ACEM) and its members (ACEM website). 
The International Motorcycle Manufacturers’ Association (IMMA website). 
Motorcycle exhaust manufacturers Akrapovic, Arrow, Giannelli, Lafranconi, LeoVince, MIVV and SC project. 
  
Data from the Isle of Man Steam Packet ferry company showed that overall passenger numbers during this year’s TT 
sank marginally by 1.1% to 34,257. The ferries carried 11,913 motorcycles on board, 8.5% down from 13,016 in 2022. 
However, 5065 cars or vans were driven onto the boats by passengers, 5.1% up on 4821 last year. 
Ronaldsway airport still don’t have final figures but expects an increase by about 19% from 2022, when 19,832 people 
flew in during the race fortnight. Encouraging the, considered the best in the world, has, even in unsure economic 
times, had little negative impact on fans attendance. ????  
 
 


